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Abstract: This collection documents McDonough’s terms as Massachusetts Representative from 
the 11
th
 Suffolk District from 1985 to 1997. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
This collection documents Representative McDonough's involvement in the development of 
legislation during the period from 1985 to 1997. Much of the material concerns health care 
legislation.  The collection consists of files relating to such legislation as Governor Dukakis's 
Universal Health Plan of 1987-1988, the Health Care Minimum Wage, cigarette tax/health care 
access, non-group health insurance, uncompensated health care, Medicaid, dental care, seniors’ 
and children's health care, and medical malpractice. There are also files related to McDonough’s 
work with the Special Legislative Commission on Lead Poisoning Prevention, the Special 
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Commission on Uncompensated Care, and on the Ethics Committee.  Issues covered include 
lead paint cleanup, professional ethics reform, information technology, the Franklin Park Zoo, and 
development issues relating to Jamaica Plain. Also included are materials relating to his 
campaigns for office.  
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
John E. McDonough was born in Waltham, Massachusetts, on May 21, 1953. He received a B.A. 
from Boston College in 1975, an M.P.A from Harvard University's Kennedy School of 
Government in 1990, and a Doctorate in Public Health from the University of Michigan School of 
Public Health in 1996. A Democrat, McDonough served as State Representative for the 11
th
 
Suffolk District from 1985 to 1997.  His district encompassed parts of the Jamaica Plain, 
Roslindale, Dorchester, and Roxbury sections of Boston.  He was Chair of the Ward 11 
Democratic Committee from 1980 to 1984 and was a member of the Ward 19 Democratic 
Committee from 1988 to 1997.   During McDonough's terms of office, he served on the Ways and 
Means, Health Care, Energy, and Housing and Urban Development Committees.  In addition, he 
was a member of various Special Commissions including the Special Legislative Commission on 
Lead Poisoning Prevention, the Special Commission on Local Aid, the Special Commission on 
Ethics, and the Special Commission on Uncompensated Care. He was also a member of the 
National Academy for State Health Policy, Health Care for All, and the Jamaica Plain Historical 
Society. 
 
According to the Massachusetts Political Almanac, McDonough's legislative priorities were health 
care reform and universal coverage, information technology, economic development, and ethics 
reform. His priorities also included adult literacy, lead poisoning prevention, local aid distribution, 
and affordable housing. He was especially interested in and an advocate for the Franklin Park 
and Stone Zoos.  McDonough was a key figure in the development of health care legislation.  He 
and Senator Mark Montigny were awarded the Dr. Nathan Davis Award in 1997 for outstanding 
contributions to promote the art and science of medicine and the betterment of public health.  
They were chosen for the award for their sponsorship of the 1996 law expanding health insurance 
coverage to uninsured children, increasing Medicaid coverage for working families, and launching 
a prescription drug subsidy program for senior citizens.  McDonough also filed legislation to add 
basic dental benefits to the state’s Children’s Medical Security Plan and pushed for enactment of 
a cigarette tax to defray the cost of insurance for children. 
   
In November, 1997, Representative McDonough resigned his seat to join the Institute for Health 
Policy at Brandeis University in Waltham, Massachusetts.  Part of the Heller School for Social 
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Policy at Brandeis, the Institute works with academic and health service groups to demonstrate 




The papers are arranged in roughly alphabetical order by subject. 
 
Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
 
Languages and Scripts 
The materials are entirely in English. 
 
Custodial History 
The materials were donated directly from McDonough’s office. 
 
Immediate Source of Acquisition 




Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 1 AIDS Conference:  letter 1986 
1 2 Article by McDonough undated 
1 3 Article by McDonough:  newspaper clippings 1990 
1 4 Article by McDonough:  The Decline of State-based 
Hospital Rate Setting: Findings and Implications 
1995 
1 5 Biologics Lab: Part I (H.5630 of 1995, H. 210 of 1995) 1995-1996 
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1 6 Biologics Lab: Letters 1995 
1 7 Biologics Lab: Part II (S.2308 of 1996, H.5791 of 1996) 1996 
1 8 Biologics Lab: Letters 1995-1996 
1 9 Biologics Lab: An Act to Improve the Public Health in 
Massachusetts (H.210 of 1995-1996) 
1995-1996 
1 10-11 Biologics Lab: Boston Legislative Delegation, Letters and 
Memos (2 folders) 
1988-1992 
1 12 Campaign: Phone Canvass, Promotional and 
Organizational Material 
1984 
1 13 Campaign: Letters 1984 
1 14 Campaign: Precinct Captains:  Letters 1984 
1 15 Campaign: Letters to Voters:  Letters 1984 
1 16-17 Campaign: Newspaper clippings (2 folders) 1984 
1 18 Campaign: Bumper Sticker 1984 
1 19 Campaign: Finance Report, Voter Lists, Thank You List, 
House Voting for Political. Almanac Data Sheet 
1986 
1 20 Campaign: Candidate Questionnaires: Various Groups 1986 
1 21 Campaign: Letters 1986 
1 22 Campaign: Cathy Stewart 1986 
1 23 Campaign: Newspaper clippings 1986 
1 24 Campaign: Notes on Contacts, Electoral Research, 
Advertisements 
1988 
1 25 Campaign: Voter Lists, Wards 10, 11, 12, 19 1988 
1 26 Campaign: Financial Campaign Report 1988 
1 27 Campaign: Candidate Questionnaires 1988 
1 28 Campaign: Endorsements:  Letters 1988 
1 29 Campaign: Election Administration:  Letters 1988 
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1 30 Campaign: Letters to Voters:  Letters 1988 
1 31 Campaign: Newspaper clippings 1988 
1 32 Campaign: Ed Brooks, Kevin Fitzgerald, opponents 1988 
1 33-34 Canadian Health Care (2 folders) 1990 
1 35 Chapter 23: Access and Affordability Monitoring Project 1990-1992 
1 36 Chapter 23: Universal Health Care:  Letters 1989 
1 37 Chapter 23: Newspaper clippings 1989 
1 38 Chapter 23: Prospects for Universal Health Insurance: 
Lessons from Massachusetts 
1992 
1 39 An Act Providing for Improved Access to Health Care: 
Chapter 203 of the Acts of 1996 
1996 
1 40 Chapter 203 Budget Neutrality Analysis/Uncompensated 
Pool Bill 
1997 
1 41 Children’s Medical Security Program: Health Access 
(Chapter 203) 
1997 
1 42 Chapter 203:  Transparencies undated 
1 43 Chapter 203: Proclamation of Excellence (Ch. 203 of 
1996, S.1691 of 1996) 
Feb. 14, 1997 
1 44 Coalition to Improve Health Care 1996 
1 45 Managed Dental Health Care (H.4446 of 1997) 1996-1997 
1 46 Dental Health Care: Children’s Dental Health Care 1997 
1 47 Dental Plan:  News clips 1997 
1 48 Dental Health:  Letters (H.2308 of 1997) 1997 
1 49 Dental Health Care:  Letters 1997 
1 50 Determination of Need (DON) program 1996 
1 51 EMS: An act to improve the Emergency Medical 
Services System (S.1859 of 1994, S.1807 of 1994) 
McDonough/Bosley Amendment 
1994-1996 
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1 52 Emergency Medical Services Bill:  News clips 1996 
1 53 ERISA: Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 
1986-1989 
1 54 ERISA (Employee Retirement Income Security Act):  
Letters 
1986-87 
1 55 ERISA (Employee Retirement Income Security Act) and 
Minimum Coverage:  Letters 
1987-1988 
1 56 ERISA (Employee Retirement Income Security Act) 
Preemption and the Massachusetts Health Security Act 
1988 
1 57 Ethics: Campaign Finance and Lobbying Law:  State 
Ethics Commission (H.4233 of 1995, H.5700 of 1995) 
1993-1995 
1 58 Ethics: Conflict of Interest Law:  Special Commission on 
Ethics (H.4181 of 1997, S.1445 of 1997) 
1997 
1 59 Ethics: Letters 1994-1995 
1 60 Ethics: Letters 1997 
1 61 Ethics: Newspaper clippings 1993-1995 
1 62 Ethics: News clips 1993-1995 
1 63 Family Health Plan (4 folders) 1992-1994 
1 67 Federal Waivers:  Mass Sec. 1115 Social Security 
Waiver:  Letters (H.6107 of 1996) 
1996 
1 68 Federal Waivers, Health Access, and Medicaid:  Letters 
(H.4928 of 1995) 
1995-1996 
1 69 Finances:  Community Awards Dinner 1987 
1 70 Graduate course notes and syllabus from Regulation of 
the Health Care Industry (HPM 208cd): Course Taught 
by Prof. Kenneth E. Thorpe 
1989-1990 
1 71 Hawaiian Health Care Plan:  Letter 1986 
1 72 Health Care For All:  Universal Health Care 1988 
1 73 Health Care For All 1990 
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1 74 Health Care For All:  FHP 1992-1994 
1 75 Health Care For All: Medicaid Defense Committee 1994 
1 76 Health Care Minimum Wage (H.6107 of 1996, H.6195 of 
1996) 
1996 
2 77-79 Health Care Minimum Wage: Correspondence and News 
Clippings (3 folders) 
1996 
2 80 Health Care Access, Cigarette Tax Law, Health Care 
Bill, (H.6103 1995-1996, H.6107 1995-1996, H.6195 
1995-1996, H.5905 of 1995-1996) 
1995-1996 
2 81-82 Children’s Health Access Program: Correspondence and 
Newspaper Clippings (2 folders) 
1997 
2 83 Children’s Health Care:  Audio Cassette, Making 
Children’s health  insurance work 
1997 
2 84 Tobacco/Cigarette Tax:  Health Access 1996-1997 
2 85 Health Care Access/Cigarette Tax:  Letters 1996 
2 86 Health Care Access Law  (Chapter 203) 1996 
2 87 Testimonials about H.4928:  Access to Health Insurance 1995 
2 88 Health Care Minimum Wage 
(HCMW)/MassHealth/Health Care Access Bill (H.6107 of 
1996) 
1996 
2 89 Health Care Reform Task Force:  Fair Market 
Contracting 
1993 
2 90 Health Care Reform in Massachusetts:  Carmen Buell 1990-1992 
2 91 Health Reform:  Letters 1993-1994 
2 92 Health Care Reform:  Newspaper clippings 1993-1994 
2 93 Special Commission on Universal Health Care/Health 
Care Reform (H.4928 of 1995) 
1996 
2 94 Special Commission on Health Care Reform: Letters 1995 
2 95 Report of the Commission on Health Care:  Health 1995 
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Reform Material 
2 96 Single Payer:  Letters 1995-1996 
2 97 Health Finance Committee/ Rate Setting Commission:  
Data and 1990 Referenda 
1989-1990 
2 98 Health Insurance and Employer Mandate:  National 
Health Care 
1990-1993 
2 99 Health Care Access, Cigarette Tax, and Children’s 
Health:  Letters 
1996 
2 100 Health Care:  Letters 1994-1996 
2 101 Health Care, Assorted:  Letters 1995-1997 
2 102 Health Care Safety Net 1997 
2 103 Health Agenda for the 1990s 1990s 
2 104 Health Care Cost Control 1988 
2 105 Regulating Health Maintenance Organizations:  Letters 1997 
2 106 Health Care Financing Administration:  Letters 1994-1995 
2 107 Report on 1995 trends in Massachusetts Acute Care 
Hospitals 
1996 
2 108 Senator Edward Kennedy’s correspondence Regarding 
Health Care 
1996 
2 109 Healthy Boston Club undated 
2 110-112 Jamaica Plain: Bowditch School Condominiums (3 
folders) 
1986-1988 
2 113-116 Jamaica Plain: Forest Hills:  Resident Parking, Petitions, 
Census (4 folders) 
1985-1991 
2 117 Jamaica Plain: Recycling, Solid Waste Management, 
curbside recycling project 
1989 
2 118 Jamaica Plain: Recycling: Newspaper clippings 1989-1991 
2 119 Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program 1980 
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(CLPPP): Legislation 
2 120 CLPPP: Dept. of Public Health 1981-1982 
2 121 CLPPP: Conference proceedings 1983 
2 122 CLPPP: Reports 1982-1984 
2 123 CLPPP: Special Committee on Lead Paint (H. 321 of 
1984) 
1984-1985 
2 124 CLPPP: Reports 1985-1986 
2 125 CLPPP: General 1984-1986  
2 126 CLPPP: Reports 1987-1988 
3 127 Lead Paint Poisoning: Special Legislative Commission 
on Lead Poisoning Prevention, ELPA-emergency lead 
poisoning area, budget, information 
1984-1986 
3 128 Lead Paint Poisoning: Legislation, Tax breaks for lead 
cleanup (H.3674 of 1985, H.1266 of 1985, H.2291 of 
1985) 
1985 
3 129 Lead Paint Poisoning: Legislation, grants and loans for 
ELPA cleanup, Gas tax (H.3674 of 1985) 
1985 
3 130 Lead Paint Poisoning: Gas Tax on leaded gasoline 1986 
3 131 Lead Paint Poisoning: Lead Paint Poisoning:  Special 
Legislative Commission on Lead Poisoning Prevention, 
Program to train lead paint removal experts 
1985 
3 132 Lead Paint Poisoning: Special Legislative Commission 
on Lead Poisoning Prevention, daycare facilities 
regulations (S.1576 of 1985, H.3351 of 1986) 
1985-1986 
3 133 Lead Paint Poisoning: CLPPP, Monitoring Local Boards 
of Health 
1986 
3 134 Lead Paint Poisoning: CLPPP, Recommendations for 
legislation, memos, etc. 
1986 
3 135 Lead Paint Poisoning: Special Legislative Commission 1986 
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on Lead Poisoning Prevention, daycare facilities 
regulations, Letters 
3 136 Lead Paint Poisoning: Superfund authorization for 
money for de-leading program 
1985 
3 137-147 Lead Paint Poisoning: Special Legislative Commission 
on Lead Poisoning Prevention (11 folders) [includes 
photograph of commissioners] 
1985-1987 
3 148 Lead Paint Poisoning: Legislation (H.167, H.2773, 
H.521, H.1312, H.2024, H.3360, H.4128, H.2024, 
H.2019, H.2020, H.5088, H.2214, H.2217, H.2433 of 
1986) 
1986 
3 149 Lead Paint Poisoning: Legislation, letters 1986 
3 150 Lead Paint Poisoning: Pollution Liability Work Group, 
Insurance Liability 
1986 
3 151 Lead Paint Poisoning: Report on Lead Poisoning, De-
leading, Inspectors 
1986-1989 
3 152 Lead Paint Poisoning: List of lead inspectors, Manual for 
Identification of Lead Hazard 
1986 
3 153 Lead Paint Poisoning: Special Legislative Commission 
on Lead Poisoning Prevention, subcommittee on 
enforcement, minutes of meetings, list of lead paint 
offenses 
1986 
3 154 Lead Paint Poisoning: Letters, enforcement 1986 
3 155-158 Lead Paint Poisoning: Special Legislative Commission 
on Lead Poisoning Prevention (4 folders) 
1986-1987 
3 159 Lead Paint Poisoning: Prevention Amendments of 1987 
(H.4814 of 1987) 
1986-1987 
3 160 Lead Paint Poisoning: An act to further prevent lead 
poisoning, Committee on Health Care, Special 
Commission on Lead Poisoning Prevention (H.5808 of 
1987, H.5286 of 1987, H.5927 of 1988) 
1987-1988 
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3 161 Lead Paint Poisoning: Special Legislative Commission 
on Lead Poisoning Prevention, Lead in drinking water 
1987 
3 162 Lead Paint Poisoning: Awards Ceremony for lead 
poisoning prevention week, Conservation Law 
Foundation 
April 20, 1987 
3 163 Lead Paint Poisoning: Conservation Law Foundation, 
legislative committee (H.5927 of 1987) 
1987-1988 
3 164 Lead Paint Poisoning: An act to further prevent lead 
poisoning (H.5927 of 1987) 
1987-1988 
3 165 Lead Paint Poisoning: Lead poisoning prevention bill, 
gasoline tax, steering committee (H.5286 of 1987) 
1987 
3 166 Lead Paint Poisoning: Letters (H.5286 of 1987) 1987 
3 167 Lead Paint Poisoning: Conservation Law Foundation, “A 
Silent and Costly Epidemic” 
1987 
3 168 Lead Paint Poisoning: Letters (H.5808 of 1987, H.5286 
of 1987, H.5927 of 1987) 
1987 
3 169 Lead Paint Poisoning: Letters (H.5927 of 1987) 1987-1988 
3 170 Lead Paint Poisoning: Newspaper clippings 1987 
3 171 Lead Paint Poisoning: Special Legislative Commission 
on Lead Poisoning Prevention, Invoices, Payment 
Vouchers, Receipts, Invoices, Spread Sheets 
1985-1987 
3 172 Lead Paint Poisoning: Lead Paint Poisoning:  Lead Paint 
Awareness Day, MHFA, Lead abatement, Lead Paint 
Task Force (H. 5630 of 1991) 
1991 
3 173 Lead Paint Poisoning: The lead paint primer 1991 
3 174 Lead Paint Poisoning: Preventing lead poisoning in 
young children, CDC 
1985-1991 
3 175 Lead Paint Poisoning: Conservation Law Foundation 
(H.5630 of 1991, H.5867 of 1993) 
1991-1993 
3 176 Lead Paint Poisoning: Legislation (H.5867 of 1993) 1993 
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3 177 Lead Paint Poisoning: Letters 1991 
3 178 Lead Paint Poisoning: Newspaper clippings 1990-1991 
3 179 Lead Paint Poisoning: Abatement, State statutes, 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
1992-1993 
3 180 Lead Paint Poisoning: Letters 1992-1993 
4 181 Lead Paint Poisoning: Mailing Labels, Copies of mailing 
labels 
undated 
4 182-183 Lead Paint Poisoning: Lead Paint Poisoning: 
Questionnaires about lead poisoning activities sent to all 
state public health departments, Letters (2 folders) 
1986 
4 184 Lead Paint Poisoning: De-leading in Paterson, New 
Jersey 
1986 
4 185 Lead Paint Poisoning: Preamble to 105 CMR 460.000: 
Lead Poisoning prevention and control 
undated 
4 186 Lead Paint Poisoning: Massachusetts Laws and Statutes undated 
4 187 Long Term Care (S.0774 of 1995, H.5126 of 1995) 1995 
4 188 Long Term Care:  Letters 1995 
4 189 Long Term Care:  An Act Establishing the Executive 
Office of Health and Long Term Care 
1991 
4 190 Massachusetts Economics 1991 
4 191 Medicaid Spending in Massachusetts, 1115 Medicaid 
Waiver Program, and Assessment of MassHealth Plan. 
1990-1996 
4 192 Medicaid:  Spending in fiscal year 1991, Ways and 
Means Committee 
1991 
4 193 Medicaid and Medicare Cuts: effects on Mass. Health 
Care 
1995 
4 194 Copies of Transparencies, notes, etc. about U.S. health 
care & Medicaid 
1990 
4 195 Medicaid:  Determination of Need Program and 1990-1995 
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Uninsured Residents of Massachusetts 
4 196 United States Health Care and Medicaid Transparencies 1990 
4 197 Massachusetts Urban Reinvestment Advisory Group 
(MURAG) site:  Bromley Heath Tenant group, Boston 
Housing Authority (BHA) 
1988-1990 
4 198 News clips 1996 
4 199 Non Group Health Insurance (H.5601of 1995) 1995 
4 200 Non Group Health Insurance: Letters, (H.5601 of 1995) 1995 
4 201 Patient Compensation System: Malpractice (S.36 of 
1991) 
1991 
4 202 Public Access to Physician Records (H.5181 of 1995, 
H.5625 of 1995, H. 2312 of 1996, H.544 of 1995) 
1995-1997 
4 203-204 Pharmacy Program for seniors (2 folders) 1997 
4 205 An Act to Reduce Outpatient Prescription Drug Costs 
and to Expand Coverage (H.3109 of 1995) 
1995 
4 206 Letter to Charles Baker with information of prescription 
drug assistance programs 
1996 
4 207 Total Quality Management Quality Improvement Council 
(TQMQIC): Workshops, Meetings of Council, Medicaid 
1991-1992 
4 208 TQMQIC: Deaconess Hospital Quality Initiative 1992 
4 209 TQMQIC: Resumes of Consultants undated 
4 210 TQMQIC: Letters, Governor Weld 1992 
4 211 TQMQIC: Newspaper clippings 1992 
4 212 TQMQIC: Savings Bank Legislation:  An act relative to 
Savings Bank Life Insurance (S.1720 of 1990) 
1990 
4 213 Southwest Corridor Development: Community Meeting 
Reports, MBTA, Maps, Green Street Station 
1985 
4 214 Southwest Corridor Development: Letters 1985-1988 
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4 215 Southwest Corridor Development: News clippings 1986 
4 216 Southwest Corridor Development: PMAC, Park Staff, 
MBTA, MDC 
1990-1991 
4 217 Southwest Corridor Development: Letters 1991 
4 218 Speech at a Conference at SUNY at Stony Brook:  
Speech, Letters, and Transcripts 
1988 
4 219 Speech: Mass Health Council April 4, 1986 
4 220 Speakers Finneran and Flaherty:  Letters 1995-1997 
4 224 Technology and Computerization:  Letters 1997 
4 225 Uncompensated Care Pool:  Special Commission on 
Uncompensated Care (H.1699 of 1996) 
1996 
5 226 Uncompensated Care Pool: Survey of Fishermen 1996 
5 227 Uncompensated Care Pool: Working Group: Legislation 
(S.233 and S.2324 of 1996) 
1996 
5 228-229 Uncompensated Care Pool: Letters (2 folders) 1996-1997 
5 230-234 Uncompensated Care Pool: Special Commission on 
Uncompensated Care (5 folders) 
1996-1997   
5 235 Uncompensated Care Pool: Uninsured People of 
Massachusetts 
1985-1986 
5 236 Uncompensated Care Pool: State of Health Care in 
Massachusetts and Universal Coverage (H.6535 of 
1985) 
1985-1996 
5 237 Uncompensated Care Pool: Survey of Uninsured 
residents of Massachusetts 
1995 
6 238 Universal Health Care: Uninsured of Massachusetts 1996 
6 239 Universal Health Care: Health Care for Uninsured 1997 
6 240 Universal Health Care: Governor Dukakis’s Health Care 
Bill (H.6068 of 1987, H.6000 of 1987) 
1987 
6 241 Universal Health Care: Governor Dukakis’s Health Plan: 1987 
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(H.6100 of 1987), H.6000 of 1987, S.2164 of 1987) 
6 242-243 Universal Health Care: Letters (2 folders) 1987 
6 244-245 Universal Health Care:  1987 Health Care Bill (2 folders) 1987 
6 246 Universal Health Care: Dukakis Letter 1987 
6 247-249 Universal Health Care: Legislation: (H.5210 of 1988, 
H.5000 of 1988, H.5700 of 1990, H.6334 of 1989, 
H.5804 of 1989, H.6180 of 1989) (3 folders) 
1988-1989  
6 250 Universal Health Care: Letters (H.5804 of 1989, H.6180 
of 1989) 
1989 
6 251 Universal Health Care: Victor Fuchs, Letter 1991 
6 252 Zoo: Franklin Park Zoo Committee: Commonwealth 
Zoological Corporation (H.4745 of 1988, S. 2120 of 
1985, H. 6244 of 1987) 
1985-88 
6 253 Zoo: Commonwealth Zoological Corporation (S.1630 of 
1990, H.6378 of 1990, H.6202 of 1987, H.5599 of 1989) 
1987-1990 
6 254 Zoo: Letters and Budget, AAZPA accreditation materials 1990-1991  
6 255-256 Zoo: Letters, Richard Heath (2 folders) 1985-1990  
6 257-259 Zoo: Letters (3 folders) 1985-1997 
6 260 Zoo: Newspaper clippings 1985-1988 
6 261 Zoo: Article About Audubon Zoo in New Orleans 1987 
6 262 Zoo: A Gift Certificate for Free Dry Cleaning After Gorilla 
Attacked Rep. McDonough and Several Other Officials 
at a Press Conference 
January, 1997 
6 263 Zoo: Stone Zoo: Newspaper clippings 1990 
 
